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SUB J : SPOKESMAN ON JACK ANDERSON/PANAMA DRUG REPORT 
BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

FOLLOWING IS EXCHANGE AT FRIDAY, DECEMBER 28, STATE DEPART- 
MENT PRESS BRIEFING: 

Q: DID THE STATE DEPARTMENT GET A NARCOTICS AGENT TO 
SWEAR FALSELY TO SOME STATEMENT ABOUT PANAMANIAN DRUG 
DEALING IN AN EFFORT TO COVER UP THE PANAMANIANS INVOLVE- 
MENT IN IT? 

A: THAT PARTICULAR STORY, THE ALLEGATIONS IN IT ARE TWO 
YEARS OLD, AND I AM TOLD HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY DENIED, 
PRECISELY. AND I WOULD LIKE TO REPEAT THAT IT IS 
ABSOLUTELY FALSE THAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT OR ANY OTHER 
U.S. AGENCY RESPONSIBLE FOR NARCOTICS AFFAIRS HAS ANY 
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MINISTER TACK OF PANAMA IN NARCOTICS SMUGGLING. 

Q: IUST TO NAIL IT DOWN. YOU ARE TALKING ABOUT JACK 
ANDERSON'S COLUMN THIS MORNING? 

A: I AM TALKING ABOUT JACK ANDERSON'S STORY OF THIS 
MORNING. 

Q: BACK ON THE PANAMANIAN THING, I THINK ONE OF THOSE 
THINGS IN THERE WAS AN ALLEGATION THAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT 
WAS INVOLVED IN THE COVER-UP WHEREBY A NARCOTICS AGENT WAS 
FORCED TO WRITE A LETTER EXONERATING THE FOREIGN MINISTER 
FORCED PRESUMABLY AGAINST HIS WILL. I KNOW THERE WAS A 
LETTER. I ASSUME THE LETTER CLEARED HIM AND WAS NOT 
AGAINST HIS WILL. IS THAT RIGHT? 

A: I WOULD HAVE TO LOOK FURTHER INTO THE STORY. THE 
ESSENTIAL INFORMATION WHICH I GOT AT THE LAST MINUTE THIS 
MORNING MERELY STATED SIMPLY THAT - 

Q: IT IS NOT TRUE. 

A: THAT IT IS NOT TRUE. I DON’T HAVE DETAILS THAT GO 
BEYOND THAT POINT, WHICH I GAVE YOU. END UNCLASSIFIED 

BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL: 

THE CHARGE D'AFFAIRES IS REQUESTED TO TRANSMIT AS PROMT- 
LY AS POSSIBLE TO FOREIGN MINISTER TACK THE VERBATIM TEXT 
OF THE FIRST AND SECOND QUESTIONS AND THE FIRST AND SECOND 
ANSWERS IN THE FOREGOING EXCHANGE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
TACK'S REQUEST. CHARGE SHOULD ALSO CONVEY APPRECIATION 
FOR FOREIGN MINISTER'S REACTION TO BELL MESSAGE WHICH 
CHARGE EARLIER CONVEYED TO HIM. END CONFIDENTIAL. 

KISSINGER 
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